Home Office Deduction Checklist
Action Checklist — ClearLegalTips.com (2026)

Claim it safely and capture the full write-off.

Regular AND exclusive use

Principal place of business

Self-employed income (W-2 employees generally cannot federally) Calculate
Measured office + home square footage

[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ] Ran BOTH methods, took the larger Document
[ 1 Photo + measurement of the space

[ 1 Expense receipts (regular method) File

[ 1] Form 8829 (regular) -> Schedule C, or simplified line
[ ]

Did not let it create a business loss (carry forward excess)

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE
This template is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. Laws

vary by state and change over time. Have an attorney review your completed document before relying
on it. ClearLegalTips.com is not a law firm.
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